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Tom; in it there are at least twelve seains of coal, the average aggre-
gate thickness of which is said to be 100 feet. Estimates of the total
reserves vary from 300,000 to 400,000 million tons. The Kuznetsk
basin is by far the most important coal-bearing area in the Soviet
Union; it is leading to the growth of a large metallurgical industry
in the neighbourhood, and the coals from it are also sent to the iron
and steel works of the Urals. Of the variety and quality of the
Kuznetsk coal there appears to be no doubt; whether it will prove
profitable to haul it to Magnitogorsk, over 1,000 miles away, or ore
in the opposite -direction, is gmch more open to question. Other
coalfields of this region are situated at Minusinsk and at Cheremk-
hovskoe to the north-west of Irkutsk, and among other mineral
deposits may be noted copper which exists in the Altai in large
quantities. In the Altai, also, there are silver-lead-zinc deposits
which have hitherto been worked mainly for their silver.
EASTERN ASIATIC RUSSIA. The greater part of the area is
imperfectly known, as far at least as its economic resources are
concerned. Most of the land is covered with forest, and the pro-
portion fit for agriculture is believed to be much lower than in
Western Siberia, The climate also is more severe, and tends to
restrict agriculture to such favoured localities as the southern part
of trans-Baikalia and the more sheltered districts in the valleys
of the Amur and the Ussiari and their tributaries. The amount of
grain grown is not sufficient to meet the requirements of the in-
habitants, who are obliged to import it from Western Siberia.
Considerable areas appear to be well adapted to cattle and sheep,
and steps have been taken to improve the native breeds of both.
Timber will probably prove a valuable source of revenue in the
future, more especially in the east, where it can easily be trans-
ported to the coast; even now it finds a market in the Far East
and in Australia. Fishing is carried on in all the rivers of Siberia,
but*           to the difficulties of transport, it is only in the lower
of the Amur and along the east coast that it has become
of         than local importance.  From the Amur, salmon, sturgeon,
and caviare are exported to the European market, but the fisheries
of Kamchatka are mainly in the hands of Japanese. Herring are
found along the coast and in Sakhalin, Trapping is of importance;-1
though, as in other parts of Siberia, the number of f
animals is decreasing.